CEREMONIAL  LIFE                      169

special kindness to cattle marks the whole month. In addition
to these monthly festivals there are six Gahambars or seasonal
feasts, each lasting five days. In Avestan times they had
special reference to the seasons, but through the neglect of
the necessary intercalation they fall at present six months too
soon. They have traditions of creation attached to them,
which have often been compared with the order of creation
given by the priestly writer in the Book of Genesis. They
are respectively heaven, water, earth, trees, animals, man.
The last Gahambar, with its proper five days, the * Gatha
days' which follow the 360 days of the twelve months, is
associated with five other days immediately pi eceding. The
ten are the Muktad (from Skt. mukta-atman, ' released souls'),
during which the dead are commemorated. The festival is
similar in some respects to the Farvardin Jasan, but is far
older than any element in Zoroastrianism. It is identical with
the Greek Anthesteria, the Roman festival of the Manes, and
with All Souls Day, which persists in many Christian coun-
tries. The dead return to the old homes, and provision is
made for them. A platform is erected in each house, on which
are set many vessels filled with water, also fruit and flowers.
A lamp burns night and day, and many others are added at
night; sandal wood and incense are burned in an urn. And,
most characteristic of the festival all the world over, food is
cooked and placed near the platform that the Souls may
partake. In Gujarat the first seven days of the New Year are
added to these holidays, the length and importance of which
show how the primitive Aryan ancestor-worship has left its
traces deep in the religion of the present day.

To these must be added seven special high days. These
are Navroz (New Year's Day), the first of Farvardin, the third
and the sixth of Farvardin (kept as the birthday of Zara-
thushtra), and the seventh of the same. Then there is an
interval till Deh, the tenth month, the eleventh day of which
is observed as the anniversary of the Prophet's death. Last
comes the twenty-ninth of the twelfth month, celebrating the